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The Age Regulations and Their Conceptions
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[Abstract)

The purpose of this paper is to derive the general meaning of the age
regulations by examining examples from post-war Japanese political history.
It clarifies not only the historical background of the age regulations, but also
its interpretation and intent. The history of the lowering of age for voting and
for voted in elections to the House of Representatives during the post-war
reforms is analyzed. The history of the establishment of elections for local
governments and members of the House of Councillors, which were created
along with the Constitution of Japan, will also be clarified. It will then argue
how the “adult” described in the Constitution was established. What this
article reveals is the inherently political nature of the age regulations. Age
regulations are determined by the political situation of the moment and have
no ultimate basis. Furthermore, the job competence, which is read into the age
regulations, is also subject to political determination. From these historical
facts, the theoretical nature of democracy, which determines the very nature

of the electorate itself, is made explicit in this paper.
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